PROPOSED STRUCTURE FOR TC6 WG REPORTS

IFIP WORKING GROUP 6.1

Working Group Name

Report for the Budapest meeting, 18-19 May 2003

Source: Guy Leduc, Univ. of Liège, Belgium

Date: 7 May 2003

1. Reports from Conferences and Workshops held

For each event include:

-     Event name: FORTE'2002

· Date and place of the event: 11-14 Nov 2002, Rice University, Houston, Texas, USA

· Names of chairpersons: Moshe Vardi (Rice Univ., USA) and Doron Peled (Warwick Univ., UK)

· Number of submitted papers: 54

· Number of accepted papers: 22

· Number of tracks: 1

· Number of registered attendees: 70

· Number of no-shows: 0

· Countries represented: 50% from US+Canada, 40% from Europe, 10% from elsewhere

· Publication of proceedings: Springer-Verlag LNCS

· Number of reviewers

· Number of reviewers for each paper: 4 or 5

· Registration fee: ±350 US$ (student = 50% discount)

· Use of loans or grants: EUR 1500 for TC6 student travel grants, IFIP DCSC grants were not used (no eligible candidate: their affiliations must be in developing countries)

· Use of BPA: EUR 500 for BPA

· Electronic tool used for reviewing: Microsoft tool

· Any other relevant information: http://www.ece.utexas.edu/FORTE

NB: if possible attach the program of the conference or workshop.

2. Plan for the next Conferences and Workshops

For each planned event include:

· Name of event: TESTCOM'2003

· Date and place: 25-29 May 2003, ETSI, Sophia Antipolis, France

· Contact person: Dieter Hogrefe, University of Luebeck, Germany

· Event URL: http://www.testcom2003.org

· Status of ERF: signed (by Guy Pujolle…:-)

· Status of publication: will be Springer Verlag, LNCS

· Loan, grants and BPA required: 
Request for EUR 500 for BPA, EUR 1500 for TC6 student travel grants

· Registration fee: ± 500 EUR (students = 30% discount)

· Any other relevant information: Will be an open conference for the first time.

· Name of event: IWQoS 2003

· Date and place: June 2-4, 2003, Monterey, California, USA

· Contact person: Ion Stoica (UC Berkeley) and Kevin Jeffay (UNC)

· Event URL: http://iwqos03.cs.berkeley.edu/

· Status of ERF:

· Status of publication: will be published by Springer-Verlag LNCS Hot Topics series

· Loan, grants and BPA required: N/A

· Registration fee: 375 US$

· Any other relevant information: main sponsor is IEEE ComSoc, in cooperation with ACM SIGCOMM and ACM SIGMOBILE

· Name of event: Middleware'2003

· Date and place: 16-20 June 2003, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

· Contact person: Carlos Jose Pereira de Lucena (General chair), Fabio Kon

· Event URL: http://middleware2003.inf.puc-rio.br/

· Status of ERF: Signed

· Status of publication: Will be Springer Verlag LNCS

· Loan, grants and BPA required: 
Request for EUR 500 for BPA, EUR 1500 for TC6 student travel grants

· Registration fee: ± 470 US$ (students = ± 115 US$)

· Any other relevant information: 24 accepted papers out of 158 (15,2% accept. ratio).

· Name of event: FORTE'2003

· Date and place: 29 September - October 2, 2003, Berlin, Germany

· Contact person: Hartmut König, Cottbus University, Germany

· Event URL: http://www-rnks.tu-cottbus.de/events/forte2003
· Status of ERF: Signed

· Status of publication: Will be Springer Verlag LNCS

· Loan, grants and BPA required:
Request for EUR 500 for BPA, EUR 1500 for TC6 student travel grants

· Registration fee: 

· Any other relevant information:

· Name of event: FMOODS'2003

· Date and place: 19-21 November 2003, Paris, France

· Contact person: Elie Najm, ENST, Paris

· Event URL: http://fedconf.enst.fr/

· Status of ERF: 

· Status of publication: will be Springer-Verlag LNCS

· Loan, grants and BPA required: N/A

· Registration fee: 

· Any other relevant information: jointly with DAIS'2003

· Name of event: DAIS'2003

· Date and place: 19-21 November 2003, Paris, France

· Contact person: Elie Najm, ENST, Paris

· Event URL: http://fedconf.enst.fr/

· Status of ERF: 

· Status of publication: will be Springer-Verlag LNCS

· Loan, grants and BPA required: N/A

· Registration fee: 

· Any other relevant information: jointly with FMOODS'2003

3. Plan of WG meetings

For each planned WG meeting indicate:

· Date and place: jointly with FORTE 2003 in Berlin.
4. Aims and scope

No change.

5. Steering Committees

Indicate any proposed update for the Steering Committees of the WG events.

6. Membership

No change.

7. Minutes of WG meetings

IFIP TC6 / WG6.1 meeting

November 11, 2002 from 4 PM to 5:30 PM

DUNCAN Hall, Rice University, Houston, Texas, USA

by Guy Leduc, WG chairman

1.The following agenda was adopted:

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Review of action points of the previous meeting

3. Recent activities in WG6.1

- Recent WG6.1 conferences and statistics

- WG6.1 conference series pages at IFIP TC6 web site

- Tables of contents of WG6.1 events in the DBLP database

- Domain names for conference series

4. Future WG6.1 conferences (Agenda, Future plans)

5. WG membership update

6. Steering Committees updates

7. Future of WG6.1

- New chairperson needed in two years from now

- Splitting the WG into 2 WGs?

8. Next WG6.1 meeting

9. Summary of action points

10. Any other business

2. Attendance

Were present: Gregor Bochmann, Stan Budkowski, David de Frutos, Guy Leduc, Luigi Logrippo and Alex Petrenko. Tommaso Bolognesi and Ken Turner arrived too late to attend the meeting, but they took part in informal discussions during the FORTE conference.

Apologies received from: Teruo Higashino, Hartmut Koenig and Jacob Slonim

3. Review of action points of the previous meeting

AP4 (WG chairman): check with Kluwer/INSPEC if all the papers are abstracted

AP5 (WG chairman): ask the DAIS SC to compare the scopes of DAIS and Middleware

AP9 (WG chairman): February 2002, election of FORTE/PSTV SC

AP10 (WG chairman): February 2003: election of Testcom, FMOODS and DAIS SC's

A. Petrenko has agreed to address AP4.

AP5 is not considered urgent as both conferences are successful, both in number of submitted papers and participants.

AP9 and AP10 will be dealt with in section 7 below.

4. Recent activities in WG6.1

4.1. Publication policy

It is recommended to publish with Springer-Verlag for multiple reasons: cost, delay, digital library. However, organisers have to contact Kluwer, the official IFIP publisher, to get a proposal from Kluwer and make the comparison on a case by case basis.

In WG6.1:

- Middleware publishes with Springer for some time already.

- FORTE has published with Springer in 2002.

- TESTCOM will publish with Springer in 2003.

- FMOODS and DAIS are likely to publish with Springer in 2003.

- IWQoS often publishes with IEEE (IEEE being the main sponsor), and sometimes with Springer.

4.2. Domain names

IFIP holds the 'ifip.org' domain.

IFIP also manages the following URLs:

http://forte.ifip.org

http://testcom.ifip.org

http://fmoods.ifip.org

http://middleware.ifip.org

http://dais.ifip.org

http://iwqos.ifip.org

...

These URLs are redirected to pages actually managed by IFIP TC6, e.g. to

http://www.ifip.tugraz.at/TC6/events/TESTCOM/ for TESTCOM.

The memory of each conference series can be accessed from these pages. Currently, a short text on aims and scope has been written by the WG chairman for each of them. Feel free to suggest improvements to the chairman.

From these pages there are also links to the DBLP database managed by Michael Ley from the University of Trier. Many tables of contents of previous conferences are already encoded (see next section).

So, if an organizer defines his/her own web page, the appropriate information should be sent to Michael Ley so that the actual conference site can be found from the conference series page.

4.3. DBLP database (current status of IFIP WG6.1 publications)

After advising Kluwer to send every IFIP book published by them to INSPEC (which is now operational), I started discussions in August 2001 with the IFIP executive director in order to make sure that IFIP publications are even more visible.

One step in this direction was to contact Michael Ley from the University of Trier (Germany), who is managing the DBLP database, which includes a list of publications in computer science. It started with databases and languages, and now includes all the Springer's LNCS participating conferences, ACM, IEEE and lucrative journals.

Some WG members provided some useful material, and a good job has also been done by Kluwer, IFIP and Michael Ley, so that most IFIP conferences (with table of contents) are present in the DBLP database.

I invite you to check out the DBLP page using the URL http://WWW.Informatik.Uni-Trier.DE/~ley/db/

However nothing is perfect: some table of contents are still missing.

Here is the list of missing data in DBLP together with names of people who volunteered (or are sollicited) to help:

PSTV 1986 (Gray Rocks Inn): Gregor Bochmann

IWPTS 1996 (Darmstadt): A. Petrenko

IWPTS 1995 (Paris): Ana Cavalli

IWPTS 1990 (McLean): Gregor Bochmann

IWPTS 1989 (Berlin): Jan de Meer (seems to have it archived)

IWPTS 1988 (Vancouver): The WG chairman will ask Son Vuong (maybe Jan de Meer has it)

FMOODS 1996 (Paris): Elie Najm

PfHSN 1990 (Palo Alto): Need a volunteer

PfHSN 1989 (Zürich): Harry Rudin will provide a copy of it.

Besides, some table of contents are not yet encoded by Michael Ley (as of November 8, 2002) because this takes some time:

PSTV 1981, 1988

IWTCS 1994

FMOODS 1997

ICODP (Middleware) 1995, 1997, 1998

DAIS 1997

IWQoS 1994, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002

IWQoS 1995 is contained in ICODP 95.

Others have not been sent to him yet (to avoid overflow...):

FORTE 1997 (Osaka)

IWTCS 1997 (Cheju Island)

IWQoS 1994-1 (Montreal), 1994-2 (Aachen), 1996 (Paris)

4.4. Conference statistics

Given for information.



Subm.
Accept.
Ratio
Partic.



papers
papers

FORTE/PSTV 16
Kaiserslautern, Germany, 1996
110
28
25,5
140

FORTE/PSTV 17
Osaka , Japan, 1997
115
29+4s
27,0
???

FORTE/PSTV 18
Paris, France, 1998
85
26
30,6
132

FORTE/PSTV 19
Beijing, China, 1999
78
22+5s
31,4
130

FORTE/PSTV 20
Pisa, Italy, 2000
63
22
34,9
95

FORTE 21
Cheju Island, Korea,  2001
51
24
47,0
122

FORTE 22
Houston (Texas), USA, 2002
54
22
40,7
64

IWTCS 10
Cheju Island, Korea, 1997
47
25
53,2
130

IWTCS 11
Tomsk, Russia, 1998
43
18
41,9
45

IWTCS 12
Budapest, Hungary, 1999
29
21
72,4
107

Testcom 13
Ottawa, Canada, 2000
33
19
57,6
126

Testcom 14
Berlin, Germany, 2002
54
21+5s
43,5
138

FMOODS 2
Canterbury, UK, 1997
58
20+8s
41,4
74

FMOODS 3
Firenze, Italy, 1999
52
19+7s
43,3
80

FMOODS 4
Stanford, USA, 2000
33
16
48,5
37

FMOODS 5
Enschede, NL, 2002
31
15
48,4
48

Middleware 5
Lake District, UK, 1998
150
28
18,7
160

Middleware 6
New York, USA, 2000
70
21
30,0
180

Middleware 7
Heidelberg, Germany, 2001
116
20+10s
21,6
105

DAIS 1
Cottbus, Germany, 1997
31
16+6s
61,3
75

DAIS 2
Helsinki, Finland, 1999
88
25+7s
32,4
120

DAIS 3
Krakow, Poland, 2001
65
16+10s
32,3
110

IWQOS 6
Napa, USA, 1998
125
21
16,8
160

IWQOS 7 
London, UK , 1999
120
21
17,5
130

IWQOS 8
Pittsburgh, USA, 2000
84
21
25,0
130

IWQOS 9
Karlsruhe, Germany, 2001
143
30
21,0
120

5. Future WG6.1 conferences

5.1. In 2003

TESTCOM'2003

- Date and place: 25-29 May 2003, ETSI, Sophia Antipolis, France

- Contact person: Dieter Hogrefe, University of Luebeck, Germany

- Event URL: http://www.testcom2003.org

Middleware'2003

- Date and place: 16-20 June 2003, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

- Contact person: Carlos Jose Pereira de Lucena (General chair), Fabio Kon

- Event URL: http://middleware2003.inf.puc-rio.br/

IWQoS 2003

- Date and place: June 2-4, 2003, Monterey, California, USA

- Contact person: Ion Stoica (UC Berkeley) and Kevin Jeffay (UNC)

FORTE'2003

- Date and place: 29 September - October 2, 2003, Berlin, Germany

- Contact person: Hartmut König, Cottbus University, Germany

- PC co-chairs: Hartmut Koenig, Monika Heiner (BTU Cottbus), Adam Wolisz (TU Berlin) 

- Event URL: http://www-rnks.tu-cottbus.de/events/forte2003

DAIS'2003

- Date and place: 17-21 November, Paris, France

- Contact person: Elie Najm, ENST, Paris

 
- General chair: Jean-Bernard Stefani (INRIA)

 
- PC Chairs: Isabelle Demeure (ENST), Daniel Hagimont (INRIA)

  
- Publicity Chair: Kurt Geihs (Technical University of Berlin)

FMOODS'2003

- Date and place: 17-21 November, Paris, France

- Contact person: Elie Najm, ENST, Paris

- General Chair: Elie Najm

- PC Chairs: Uwe Nestmann (EPFL), Perdita Stevens (University of Edinburgh)

- Publicity Chair: John Derrick (University of Kent)

5.2. In 2004

Testcom 2004: Rob Hierons <Rob.Hierons@brunel.ac.uk>, Oxford.

FORTE 2004: bid from David de Frutos and Manuel Nunes, presented at the FORTE 2002 PC

6. WG membership update

It was agreed to poll WG members at the end of 2002 and possibly update the WG membership.

The chairman also suggested to have a status of 'honorary WG members', typically for previous chairpersons who are not active in the WG anymore but are still useful advisory members. The chairman will check with IFIP if this is possible.

7. Steering Committees updates

The steering committees of FORTE, TESTCOM, FMOODS and DAIS will be renewed beginning of 2003. Current members are eligible, but new candidates are also welcome. There will be an election in the WG.

The steering committees of Middleware and IWQoS are managed differently (shifting committees).

It was recalled that one of the missions of the steering committee is to make sure that we receive enough good bids to organize future WG conferences. Currently, this is not well advertized in many cases.

8. Future of WG6.1

The second 3-year term of the chairman will end in Dec. 2004.

We noticed that WG6.1 is a large WG (6 events) with two areas that are in practice quite separate. Most WG members are either interested in Formal Methods (FORTE, TESTCOM, FMOODS) or in Middleware/DAIS, but very few in both of them. Even fewer members are interested in IWQoS in the current membership.

Therefore, not many people are likely to be interested in managing such a big WG with such a large scope. Adding to it that the chairman gets no support whatsoever from IFIP to attend 2 IFIP TC6 meetings per year, nor to attend any of the events in the WG, this will probably reduce considerably

the number of volunteers.

Therefore, it was considered that splitting the WG into 2 WGs may be a better idea. This would require 2 WG chairpersons, but each would have a lower load.

This could be prepared during the forthcoming 2 years and checked with IFIP TC6.

IWQoS, which WG6.1 started to sponsor before IEEE as early as 1996, should probably be moved to another WG, as it is mainly a computer networks conference these days. Another possibility is to keep it in the same WG as Middleware/DAIS.

9. Next WG6.1 meeting

It  was proposed to organize it jointly with FORTE 2003 in Berlin.

10. Review of action points

AP1 (A. Petrenko): check with Kluwer/INSPEC if all the papers are abstracted

AP2 (WG chairman): End of 2002: WG membership update

AP3 (WG chairman): Feb. 2003: election of FORTE, Testcom, FMOODS and DAIS SC's

AP4 (G. v. Bochman, A. Cavalli, J. de Meer, E. Najm, A. Petrenko): Send tables of contents of past events to WG chairman

AP5 (all): Give opinions on suggested WG splitting (among others).

11. Any other business

FORTE and FME

The International FME Symposium that takes place every year near September is clearly competing with our FORTE conference : approx. same period, approx. same scope (formal methods) and rooted in Europe.

It was suggested to investigate a possible co-operation with this symposium in the future. Given that FORTE 2003 and FM 2003 are already decided, such co-operation could not start earlier than 2004. Ideally, the FORTE SC would have to define its strategy before deciding on the FORTE 2004 dates and place.

One possibility could be to colocate both events.

8. (Any other relevant items)

None
