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„Neutrophil Extracellular Traps – A link between infection and 

thrombosis“  

 

 

 

 
Abstract: 

Neutrophil Extracellular Traps (NETs) are lattices of extracellular DNA fibers 

decorated with histones and enzymes from neutrophil granules. Neutrophils release 

NETs via NETosis - an enzymatically-controlled program, which involves the break 

down of the nuclear envelope and the decondensation of chromatin. NETs are 

formed during infection to bind microbes and prevent bacterial dissemination. 

Neutrophils also release NETs during thrombus formation, where NETs immobilize 

blood cells and provide scaffolding for clotting, respectively. The antimicrobial and 

pro-thrombotic properties of NETs may explain the epidemiological association of 

infection with thrombosis. 
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