
DISTINCT FEATURES PROFILE

Distinct Features Inc. is an innovative and versatile production company based in Ottawa, Canada.  

Founded in 1999, Distinct Features is dedicated to producing quality films with audience appeal for theatrical and television markets both domestic and abroad.

Distinct Features’ studio offers full production and post-production services.  Our talented and dedicated team is experienced in all degrees of media - broadcast documentaries, television series, and feature films.

DISTINCT FEATURE FILMS

Distinct Features is dedicated to producing films that are both entertaining and accessible to audiences.

Two’s a Mob (1998) (Soapy Films)

Comedy – 81 min

Directed by Derek Diorio

Written by Rick Kaulbars 

and Dan Lalande

The Vendetta family and its two “loving” and “loyal” brothers slither through the underbelly of the crime world in their quest for money, power and – well – misguided brotherly love.  Shot in a style reminiscent of an A & E Biography – Two’s a Mob parodies some of our all-time favourite mob films.  Broadcast on the New  RO (CHUM) and City TV (CHUM) in 2000 and 2001 .

House of Luk (2000)

Comedy – 114 min

Directed by Derek Diorio

Written by Dan Lalande

Three loveable losers, who frequent a Chinese restaurant, discover happiness when they each decipher a cryptic message in a fortune cookie. Starring beloved actor Pat Morita (Karate Kid) and featuring Emmy Award winner Michael Moriarty (Law and Order). Screened at the 2000 Montreal World Film Festival and the 2001 Palm Springs International Film Festival to audience and critical acclaim.  Daily Variety described it as “emotionally effective and well-executed.”  

A Taste of Jupiter  (2002)

Drama – 97 min

Directed by Derek Diorio

Written by Dan Lalande

Members of an Italian community seek love and fulfilment during the occurrence of a rare astronomical event.  Co-starring acclaimed actor Eli Wallach (The Magnificent Seven, The Good, The Bad and The Ugly, Keeping the Faith) and featuring comedienne Teri Garr (Tootsie, Mr. Mom).
Punch and Judy (2002) 

Romantic Comedy – 97 min

Directed by Derek Diorio

Written by Dan Lalande

Tough-guy Punch has been working as a bouncer for years – but lately he’s been having an “identity” crisis.  Naïve and loving Judy has gone back to college to make something of her life. Punch and Judy meet – sparks fly – and so do misunderstandings as the two fall in love. Starring versatile actor Pat McKenna (Traders, Red Green Show), the multi-talented Brigitte Robinson (veteran actress of the Shaw Festival) and acclaimed actor Graham Greene (Dances With Wolves, Thunderheart, Red Green Show). 

The Kiss of Debt (2002)

Comedy – 99 min

Directed by Derek Diorio

Written by Dan Lalande

Three people in debt to a tough Mafia Don try to break free from their shackles while mayhem ensues. Starring Academy Award winner Ernest Borgnine (The Wild Bunch, Marty) and break-out star Tyley Ross (Tommy, Miss Saigon). 

FILM FESTIVALS

House of Luk (2000)

• Montreal World Film Festival 2000

• Palm Springs International Film Festival 2001

“emotionally effective and well-executed” Daily Variety

DISTINCT DEVELOPMENT - FILM

With an eye towards international markets, Distinct Features is developing the following films as co-productions: The Bard of Briny
Bog, a dramedy akin to Waking Ned Devine and Billy Elliot; The Dream Robbers, a magical Christmas family drama; Maury’s Wall, a comedy, reminiscent of the work of Albert Brooks; Staff Picks, a dramatic comedy about contemporary relationships.  

Exploring new avenues for distribution in Canada and overseas, Distinct Features has established a positive relationship with Critical Mass Releasing in Canada and German-based distributor Peppermint.

The Bard of Briny Bog 

Drama

A small-time Irish writer is unable to face up to his personal and professional failures until he meets a terminally ill Canadian woman visiting his village.  

• Currently in financing stage - Telefilm Canada has confirmed script development financing.

The Dream Robbers

Family Drama

While visiting her beloved grandmother on Christmas vacation, with her parents, a spirited, young girl is menaced by thieves who steal children’s dreams and sell them to jaded adults who’ve lost their ability to dream. 

• Currently in financing stage  - Telefilm Canada has confirmed script development financing.

Maury’s Wall


Comedy

A comedy writer struggles between writing for his hero – a former big-shot comedian who is now a has-been and coaching a Native man in prison who dreams of being a stand-up comedian.

• Currently in financing stage. 

Staff Picks

Drama 

A middle-aged man juggling his relationships with his ex-wife, his new girlfriend and his young

daughter, who has Downs Syndrome, must

contend with his blossoming romantic feelings for his daughter’s new teacher.  

• Currently in financing stage.

• Silver River, MOW

Drama

Life’s a crapshoot at a Native Indian reserve Casino.
• Currently in financing stage.

DISTINCT BROADCAST TELEVISION

Distinct Features’ documentary and broadcast television productions are of the highest quality and reflect excellence from inception to completion.  We also provide the highest standards in our post-production services. 

The following is a partial list of our television and documentary projects (includes production and post-production):

• Technically Funny Season 1 2002 – sketch comedy series about Ottawa’s quirks and foibles. 6 x 30’ (CHUM Television/New RO)

• Fiddle Park 1999 – exploration of the popular culture of fiddle music and step dancing. 1 x 60’ documentary (CHUM Television/New RO, CBC Newsworld’s Rough Cuts)

• A Joyful Noise, 2001 – delves into societal changes in Nunavut since it gained status of nationhood.

1 x 60’ documentary (Vision Television)

• People of the Reef, 2001 – exploration of the environmental degradation of the coral reefs in Indonesia.  1 x 60’ documentary (Vision Television)

• The Great Canadian Food Show, Season 5 – Gemini-nominated food lifestyle show hosted by the delightful Carlo Rota.  39 x 30’ series (Food Network Canada)

• Cook Like a Chef, Season 2 – food lifestyle show hosted by top Canadian chefs revealing secrets of the trade.  39 x 30’ series (Food Network Canada)

• The Untalkative Bunny, Season 1 – animated series about a bunny of few words.  Distributed by HIT (world’s largest distributor of animation).

DISTINCT DEVELOPMENT - BROADCAST

• The Fruit Machine – 1 x ‘60’ documentary about the Canadian government’s attempt to weed out gays in the public service from the ‘50s to the ‘80s.

• Technically Funny Season 2 – sketch comedy series about Ottawa’s quirks and foibles. 6 x 30’ (CHUM Television/New RO)
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