Report on the activities of Working Group 6.10

Harry Perros
1. Background

I became the chairman of 6.10 officially at the TC 6 meeting in Athens, May 2004. The Working Group sponsors ONDM, an annual European conference, and per the membership list I received from Otto there were about 10 members.

When I contacted these “members”  I found out that some were PhD students and most of them (if not all of them) did not know that they were members. These “members” were exclusively from European Universities and companies, and it turns out that they were the organizers of the previous ONDM conferences!

I also discovered that some “members” had a great degree of hostility towards IFIP, TC 6 and WG 6.10, and they did not understand that ONDM is an IFIP conference. Rather, they thought that ONDM belonged to a group of researchers who are working on a large EU project. 

It took me many emails and several hours on the phone to these people to explain to them that IFIP is real and not a piece of paper, that TC6 is not a bunch of incompetent idiots, and that there are some rules and regulations that we need to follow when we organize ONDM. I guess upon reflection I could have removed these people from 6.10, but I thought that it would be wiser to try to unify and pacify this small group of European researchers. I believe I have succeeded to some degree!

Current members

About half the “members” accepted to stay in 6.10. Some did not want to join because they had moved on to other research areas, and others did not respond at all to my email. Subsequently, I invited a number of USA and Canadian researchers to join the group. the following are the current members:

1. Roberto Sabella, Italy

2. Achille Pattavina, Italy

3. Fabio Nerri, Italy 

4. Alexander Stavdas, Greece

5. Maurice Gagnaire, France

6. Tibor Cinkler, Hungary

7. Harmen van As, Austria

8. Lars Dittman, Denmark

9. Lorne Mason, Canada

10. Hussein Mouftah, Canada

11. Bishwanath Mukherjee, USA

12. Andrea Fumagali,USA

13. Arun Somani, USA

14. Eytan Modiano, USA

15. Harry Perros, USA

My goal is to further expand the membership and include people from other continent and countries.

Conferences

ONDM:

After several discussions with other members we have agreed that ONDM will be the flagship conference of 6.10. The emphasis of this conference is on the networking aspects of optical networks. This conference has so far been a European conference, and  I believe that it does not have the appeal of an international conference.

OpNeTec 

This was sponsored originally by TC 6 and I guess it will come under 6.10. This conference is different to ONDM. It includes a large portion of devices and components, and it runs on a different format (shorter papers, short review cycle, and short presentations). It seems to be closer in spirit to ECOC and OFC. I am not sure of the future of this conference, but 6.10 will continue to sponsor it as long as there is somebody willing to organize it. 

WOCN 2005

We are co-sponsoring this conference. Several members of 6.10, including myself, are not in favour of combining Wireless and Optical networks into a single conference. (There is also a similar conference in the US, called Broadnets.). It seems that the main benefit is the attraction of a larger audience and more submitted papers. However, it appears that Guy’s goal is to provide a forum in countries where the local researchers cannot attend the usual international conferences. In view of this, 6.10 does not have any objections to this conference.

Future conferences

The next ONDM will be organized by Lars Dittmann in Copenhagen in September 2005. For 2006, I hope that ONDM will take place in the US.

Future plans

Optical networks took a hit with the burst of the economic bubble. Currently, companies are doing very little R&D on optical networks, and sponsor very few research projects at Universities. There is no doubt that optical networks will provide the backbone of the Internet in the future. Some, also argue that they will be used in access networks. Since the Internet continues to grow, it’s a matter of time before demand for optical networks will start to increase which subsequently will force companies to invest in R&D.

Currently, there is no international conference on optical networks. We have regional conferences, such as ONDM and Broadnets. Also, we have tracks on optical networks within INFOCOM, NETWORKING 200x, ICC and GLOBECOM. OFC, and ECOCS are huge optical conferences, but they are targeted mostly towards components and devices and they also have a large trade show. It is obvious that there is a need for an international conference on optical networks, and now it is the time to set it up. 

WG 6.10 has no critical mass in optical networks and very little recognition. On the other hand, IEEE ONTC (optical networks technical committee) is well known and it seems to have a critical mass of researchers. WG 6.10 has ONDM, whereas IEEE ONTC does not have its own conference. They have workshops in ICC and Globecom, but there is no guarantee that they will continue to have these workshops in the future. They also co-sponsor other conferences such as Broadnets and ONDM.

So, in order to create a truly international conference and have all the optical networks researchers rally behind such as conference, I believe that WG 6.10 has to get into bed with ONTC! 

I have discussed the idea of organizing a joint IFIP/IEEE conference with the chairman of ONTC (Biswanath Mukerjee) who is also a member of WG 6.10, and he and his officers are extremely interested and keen on this idea 

I have also prepared a proposal for such a joint conference, see attachment. This proposal has only been discussed with the ONTC leadership and it has not been sent to IEEE yet. At this moment, I want to present this proposal to TC6 and get your feedback. If TC 6 approves this proposal, then I will forward it to ONTC who will then send it up to IEEE for final approval. The plan is to make ONDM 2005 the first IFIP/IEEE conference.


I have discussed this proposal with Raouf, Guy P. and Harry R. They all seemd in favour.


Sticky points; 

1. Financial responsibility goes to IEEE. No loss to IFIP since they will continue to receive the per day per attendee fee.

2. Publication of proceedings goes to IEEE. This is an important issue as all researchers in this area recognize and value the IEEExplore library. 

