A proposal for a joint IFIP/IEEE conference on Optical Networks

IFIP Working Group 6.10 (WG 6.10) sponsors the annual conference Optical Networks Design and Modelling (ONDM). The next ONDM conference will take place in Milan, February 2005, and it will be the ninth conference in this series. The organizers of ONDM 2005, have requested a technical co-operation with IEEE, which so far has been approved by ONTC, in order to  publish the proceedings in the IEEExplore digital library.

It is proposed to formalize the co-operation between the IFIP Working Group 6.10 and IEEE in order to develop a joint IFIP/IEEE international and highly visible annual conference on Optical Networks. Please note that such cooperation between IEEE and IFIP TC 6 already exists for several international conference, such as NOMS and IM.

1.  Proposed framework

1. IEEE will assume financial co-sponsoring of the conference. That is, it will be receive all the profits of the conference, or pay for any losses that the conference may incur. The publication of the proceedings will be done locally and the papers will also appear in the IEEExplore library. The copyright will be owned by IEEE. The organizers will have to go through the usual budget approval by IEEE.

2. IFIP: WG 6.10 is part of the Technical Committee 6 (TC 6). The conference organizers will have to fill out the IFIP event form for a working conference as required by IFIP and also pay the sponsorship fee of $5 per day per participant.

3. Both logos of IFIP and IEEE will be displayed.

4. Steering committee: A small committee will be formed which will a) decide future venues, and b) provide general guidelines to the conference organizers. The committee will consist of the chairman of the WG 6.10, the chairman of ONTC, and other ONTC  and TC6 members to be decided 

5. Conference name: We will keep the same name of Optical Networks Design and Modelling (ONDM) followed by the year. The conference will take place in September of each year. This seems to be a good time as it does not conflict with other major IEEE and IFIP conferences.

2.  Future dates and venues

We have the following tentative commitments for IFIP/IEEE ONDM:

a. ONDM 2006: Copenhagen, September 2006. Organizer: Lars Dittman

b. ONDM 2007: Research Triangle Park, NC, September 2007. Organizer: Harry Perros

c. ONDM 2008: ETRI, Korea. September 2008. Organizer: Bongtae Kim

3.  Justification

We believe that there is a need for an international high-quality conference on Optical Networks, and the only way that this can be achieved is by unifying the ONTC and WG 6.10 efforts. 

ONTC currently sponsors a symposium in ICC and Globecom. Both conferences take place annually. The number of slots for symposia in these conferences is significantly less than the number of IEEE Technical Committees. Consequently, it is not clear if in the future ONTC will continue to sponsor a symposium in these conferences. This year, ONTC has also endorsed a technical cooperation with ONDM 2005 and Broadnets. ONTC does not have a stand-alone flagship conference on Optical Networks.

WG 6.10 has been sponsoring ONDM for the last eight years. ONDM is mostly a European conference with a small number of attendees and submitted papers. It attracts mostly European researchers.

Broadnets is a new conference that covers both Wireless and Optical Networks. It is not owned by any Society and it has replaced Opticomm, which is owned by SPIE. The combination of wireless and optical networks is probably done in order to attract a larger number of papers and attendees, as otherwise there is little technical merit in such a combined conference. Opticomm was mostly attended by USA researchers. 

It is obvious that the conference scene on Optical Networks consists of localized conferences, which compete against each other for the same number of papers and participants. Therefore, ONTC and WG 6.10 are in a good position to develop ONDM into a first-class international conference. The key to a successful conference is to have a solid group of researchers who will support the conference by submitting papers and attending. We believe that this group exists and most of them are ONTC or WG 6.10 members.

The creation of the IFIP/IEEE joint conference should not prevent ONTC to continue to sponsor symposia in ICC and Globecom, nor should it prevent WG 6.10 to sponsor other optical networks related conferences, such as OpNeTec.

4. Action points

This proposal has to be discussed by both IEEE and IFIP TC 6. The next TC 6 meeting is at the end of November 2004. In the interest of time, I would like to have some feedback from IEEE so that I can  proceed to present this proposal to TC 6.

Harry Perros

Chairman of WG 6.10

