CANNES FILM FESTIVAL MARKET SCREENINGS:

MAY 16- 9:30 AM  - RIVIERA 5
A Taste of Jupiter

A Taste of Jupiter is a sentimental romantic drama about love and the love of storytelling.

The lives of a group of people in a Little Italy community are about to undergo a transformation during one very peculiar week in July.  It is a very odd week indeed when citrus plants bear fruit in a northern climate, duels are fought over honour and acting gigs and the planets Jupiter and Venus are drawn mysteriously together in an astronomical marvel that happens every half-century.

Carla (Sarah Van Diepen) is at a crossroads in her life.  Her relationship with Tony, (Derek Diorio) a local pastry shop owner, is in transition.  Tony is all set to get married but something or someone is pulling Carla away.  This mysterious force is personified by Eduardo Conte, (Michael Mancini) an enigmatic little man in a vanilla white suit, who appears before Carla at a local stargazing event.

Eduardo makes quite an impact on Carla’s sense of romance. It seems as though he hails from another era.  With his princely image of a noble Italian gentleman, Eduardo is set on wooing Carla but it’s all a little too good to be true.  Who is Eduardo…really?  And why does he have a talent agent?  

Vic Staples (Peter Dillon) is a struggling actor, trying to get the gig of his life, playing the Italian Juan Valdez in a series of coffee ads.  Vic’s had a run of bad luck lately, losing out to his nemesis Ed Cole – just one too many times, or so Vic complains to their shared agent Jeannie, (Teri Garr) over and over again.  Vic Staples certainly wants to know all about Eduardo.  Italian nobility or method actor?  Vic’s not about to let the diminutive man get the best of him again.      

Meanwhile Carla’s grandmother Giovanna (Mary Long) is fending off unwanted marriage proposals. She’s dying of cancer and wants only to spend her last days growing oranges.  Her plans don’t include restaurant owner Enzo (Paul Rainville) who has fallen head over heels in love with her and wants to get married!

Enzo knows that Giovanna is dying but that won’t stop him from making the most of her time left on earth.  And so he asks his friend Arturo, (Eli Wallach) the local jeweller, to make the perfect ring for Giovanna.  Arturo designs the ring of his career, but it turns out that he has other plans for his “creation” and it doesn’t involve Enzo or Giovanna. 

A Taste of Jupiter is an allegorical drama rich with quixotic charm.  It will have you thinking about life’s immeasurable possibilities long after the stars fade away.

For more information contact Joanna D’Angelo at Distinct Features. dangelo@distinctfeatures.com
