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Cannes Film Festival Market Screenings:

MAY 23rd-  2 pm at the Riviera 4
punch and judy
Punch and Judy is a romantic comedy about the unexpected detours on the road of life.

When a scandal forces the closure of a landmark urban rock bar, tough-guy Punch Alexi, (Pierre Brault) the club's 25-year battered veteran bouncer, is let go. 

Looking for answers to questions he’s only just beginning to ask himself, Punch reminisces about the old days with Charlie (Graham Greene “Dances With Wolves”, “Red Green Show”) his former boss who’s now in prison.  

Feeling set-adrift, the discarded Punch is at a loss as to what to do with the rest of his life.  A romantic relationship is the last thing on his mind.  That is, until Punch meets Judy (Brigitte Robinson) by chance at a bank machine.

Judy needs to make some necessary changes in her life.  And no men need apply!  Her one true source of emotional support is her best friend Amy, a sexy and husky-voiced Church Minister who has some problems of her own with a congregation full of aroused men and irate women and a teenage son who has a mondo crush on Judy.  

Judy’s mantra is no more bad relationships.  But good intentions fly right out the window when Judy meets Punch by chance at a bank machine.  Sophisticated and yet still naïve, Judy finds herself attracted to Punch.  But she romantically believes Punch to be someone he is not.  Which leads to problems in their blossoming love affair.

Punch, looking to terminate his identity crisis, goes along for the ride.  But much to his surprise, he realizes that Judy is ultimately, right about him. For all his outward bravado, he’s a sensitive man with a loving heart who needs to say good-bye to the bar-room brawl life.

That is, until Judy suffers a bad turn at the hands of her ex-lover Darren, (Pat McKenna “Traders”, “Red Green Show”) a sleazy academic who sends pictures of her to a porn rag.  In a hilarious scene, Judy confronts her ex during a live television lecture. Feeling satisfied that she has dealt with the situation, Judy moves on.  

But for Punch, the score is still unsettled.  Only an old fashioned ass-kicking will do.  A fight - mano a mano.  Judy is horrified to discover that not only has Punch assaulted her ex, but that he is not the man she thinks he is.    She breaks off the relationship and attempts to move on.  Disillusioned once more, Punch decides the only place for him is to get lost in the dark corners of the bar world.

But deep down Judy knows Punch is what she believes him to be – a loving man whom she wants to love.  With some soul searching and some advice from her best friend Amy, Judy figures out that Punch is the right man for her.  The only thing left to do is to convince Punch of that before it’s too late.

For more information contact Joanna D’Angelo at Distinct Features. dangelo@distinctfeatures.com
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